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To: Rectors of the Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in Poland
Dear Rectors,

Times Higher Education (THE) is honoured to invite you to the launch of a special new Central and
Eastern Europe spotlight edition of the World University Rankings. This will be a unique, new regional
lens exclusively of CEE nations, filtered directly from the THE World University Rankings 2027 edition.

This new analysis will provide a dedicated annual perspective on university performance across Central
and Eastern Europe, offering stronger regional visibility for marketing, reputation and brand
development for institutions operating within comparable systemic contexts.

The inaugural edition will be derived from the 2027 WUR dataset and will include all ranked universities
in the region, alongside full visibility of all eligible institutions from CEE countries included in the World
University Rankings. The CEE regional filter introduces no methodological changes and represents
a regional segmentation of the existing WUR results, based on the same established methodology and
verified data cycle.

The CEE cluster will include institutions from Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Slovenia,
Croatia, Romania, Bulgaria, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, and Ukraine. This grouping will be reviewed
periodically to ensure consistency and analytical clarity.

The results of the inaugural CEE spotlight will be formally presented on November 17" at the LUMEN
2026 Conference in Krakéw organized jointly by Times Higher Education, PCG Academia and Polish
Rectors Foundation. On this occasion, the CEE Top 50 universities will be unveiled, alongside regional
performance insights. University leaders from across Central and Eastern Europe will gather for a formal
ceremony and gala, during which certificates recognising the performance of the Top 50 CEE
universities will be awarded.

Alongside the formal recognition of institutional performance within the CEE analysis, the programme
will include a series of invitation-only closed-door roundtables and thematic workshops with university
leaders from across Central and Eastern Europe. These sessions will focus on the future of the region’s
higher education landscape and provide a high-level forum for strategic dialogue, peer exchange, and
engagement with THE leadership.

With this initiative, THE reaffirms its commitment to rigorous, transparent, and context-aware global
benchmarking, as well as to strengthening the understanding of regional higher education systems.
Central and Eastern Europe is an increasingly dynamic and globally significant part of the higher
education landscape, and this initiative seeks to reflect and recognise that contribution within the
World University Rankings framework.

We would be honoured by your presence and participation.

Yours sincerely,

Phil Baty

Chief Global Affairs Officer & COO
Times Higher Education
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